Differential controls of small and large motor unit activity in the masseter muscle with incisal stimulation in humans.
The activity of masseter motor units with different spike amplitudes was recorded and reflex responses by force stimulation of an incisor were analyzed in humans. The effects of reflex responses varied depending on the level of prestimulus firing frequency (background activity, BGA). When small amplitude motor units and large amplitude motor units were tested at the same level of BGA, the former tended to exhibit excitatory reflexes and the latter inhibitory ones.